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First-time Buyer Can Get Closing Cash Using FHA Loans 
Opinion by Kenneth Harney WASHINGTON POST WRITERS GROUP 

   First-time home buyers nationwide will soon be able to turn 

their $8,000 federal tax credits into cash for use at closing if 

they use FHA mortgage financing. HUD clarified that buyers will 

have to invest some of their own funds from personal savings 

or gifts from relatives for a 3.5 % down payment. 

   Youôll need to qualify as a first-time purchaser (you cannot 

have owned a principal residence in the previous three years) 

and your household gross income cannot exceed $75,000 for 

single taxpayers or $150,000 for married couples filing jointly. 

   To get started, write a contract on a house and apply for a 

mortgage through an FHA-approved lender, and close  no later 

than Nov. 30. The lender will  require some extra paperwork 

based on FHA guidelines: 

Å A filled-out IRS Form 5405, requesting that the federal govern-

ment send you a tax credit check. File an amended 2008 return 

and get the credit within weeks, or file for it on your 2009 taxes. 

Most buyers are expected to opt for the amended return route. 

Form 5405 is available for download at: www.irs.gov. 

Å Proof that you have no outstanding civil judgments, liens, 

unpaid taxes or other obligations that could reduce or eliminate 

the tax credit you're seeking. 

Å Confirmation from your employer that you are not subject to 

wage garnishments, which also could affect the amount of the 

credit. 

   To compensate for providing you tax-credit money in ad-

vance, your lender will be strictly limited on what it can charge. 

According to FHA guidelines, fees must be "reasonable" and 

"nominal" ð generally no more than 2.5 percent of the ex-

pected tax credit. For example, if you're in line to receive the full 

$8,000 credit that would mean the most you could be charged 

for the cash in advance typically would be $200. 

   A senior HUD official said the agency wants to keep these 

fees as low as feasible to avoid abuses or gouging, and it will 

be monitoring transactions to make sure participating lenders 

are adhering to the guidelines. 
 

Weõve Probably Already Saved a Few Trees! 

   To maintain our current email distribution of approximately 
7,000 homes, we ask our readers to have the ñpurple ragò 
emailed if possible.  
    Please send us your name, address, subdivision, and email 
address. We promise not to share, raffle, give away, or sell your 
email address to ANYONE . . . EVER!  Contact: 
Cheryl Ledford  520-529-5123 or email: Ledford@comcast.net 

     Cheryl Ledford        Dick  Clark   
        520-529-5123                          520-529-5120 

www.tucsonrelocation.net 

 

Law Enforcement Tip:  Photocopy the front and back of all credit and ID cards you carry with you in case your 
purse or wallet is stolen. Quick issuer notification reduces the opportunity for ID theft and fraudulent credit card usage. 

The Sharing Space: 
 

Services, Activities, Cars, 

Volunteering, Makeup, Home 

Loans, Cleaning, Resorts, 

Garage Doors, Furniture, 

Garage Sales, Business 

Opportunities, Cemetery 

Crypts, Spas, Travel, Paint-

ers, Photographers, Restau-

rants, & More.  
 

                          page 2 

Recipe Corner: 
 

Summer Salads and Re-

freshing Beverages 
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Whatõs the market 
like for: 
 

Our Friends? 
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Household Hints  
 

Cooling Tips For Summer 
Freezer Hints 
 
                         page 4 For more information on these featured homes  

or other properties, please contact  
Cheryl 520-529-5123   or    Dick  520-529-5120 

Inside this Issue 

Our July Featured Properties 

Centrally located 1 BR Condo w/ loft 
near River/Campbell. New carpet, paint, 
all appliances incl. Lush, green grounds, 
near pool, spa, tennis courts, U of A bike 

path, shopping, & bus lines.  $139,900. 

Former model home. Gorgeous ceramic 
tile, upgraded carpet. Formal LR/DR  and 
FR. Loads of counter space, kit center 
island. Huge backyard,  trees, covôd patio 

with brick ext. All appliances. $141,500. 

Sparkling Pool with 3BR / 2BA house. 
Newer kitchen cabinets, oven, micro, & 
counters. Covered patio, mtn views, & 
mature trees. Slump block const, covôd 

parking, & room for the RV.  $149,500.  

REDUCED! Great 4BR / 2BA on large 
pool-size cul-de-sac lot! Ceramic tile, eat-
in kit, b-bar, gas stove, and DW. Ext covôd 
patio. Convenient to shopping, bus lines, 

restaurants, and schools. $165,000. 

Beautiful 4BR/2BA w/ 4 foot garage ext. 
Formal LR/DR, sep FR, eat-in kitchen w/ 
center island, loads of cabs & counters. 
16 in tile. Beautiful landscp w/ extended 
patio & refreshing Pool/Spa.    $249,900. 
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T h e  S h a r i n g  S p a ce                                If you have anything to sell or recommend, send it and weôll print it here. 

Vision Reading Machine for the visually impaired. Magnifier/Enlarger. Desktop TV, color monitor, and camera. Has sliding tray. Like new,$1200. Organ 

with bench, double keyboard and pedal, $100. Window AC with thermostat with energy saver option, $125. Call Tammy @ 327-3898. 

Bisque Side-by-side refrigerator. Excellent condition. Asking $200. Call Dick 465-3100 or email: dickclark@comcast.net.  

Like to entertain with great food and wonderful décor? Have a Two Sisters Gourmet and Partylite party today. Two great companies, one great party!!  Call to 

find out about great hostess specials: Gigi @615-9317. 

C & D Garage Doors provides prompt and knowledgeable repair service and installation on your Commercial or Residential door system. Our experienced 

technicians will respect your time and make sure that your needs are met. Call 888-1923 or log on to: www.cdgaragedoors.com. 

150 gal Tank Aquarium w/under cabinet storage, oak, overhead flourescent lighting (never used!) $250, rlrogers229@yahoo.com, Call Rebecca or Derick at 574-3945. 

Piano Lessons taught in your home! Beginner to Intermediate, all ages. Basics taught in The Bastien Series, a fun method of learning. 20+ years exp. Kristi  909-5938. 

The West , not-for-profit shop supporting womenôs & children's charities in Tucson. Gifts, toys, cards, needlework supplies. NE corner of River/Craycroft. No sales tax. 

Two Wedding Dresses, floor length, white, one strapless, one off-the-shoulder. Sizes 10 and 12. Worn once. $200 each OBO. Call Cheryl250-5109. 

2004 Honda Interceptor VFR 800, asphalt black with matching hard bags, jacket, gloves and helmet. Garage kept, just over 2000 miles. $6000. Five speed 

2007 Volkswagon Rabbit. White, 4 door, premium sound, sunroof, 18" wheels, excellent condition. $12,000. Call Justin @ 360-1914 or Sarah @ 360-1950.  

Dorado Pest Control, Preï and Post-emergent weed control. Termite and Pest Control. Call 886-3037. 

D & G Maintenance, LLC. Grounds, building/structure maintenance, summer care for winter visitors. Licensed, bonded, insured. Call Dan @ 293-9790.  

Need a website?  Email Daniel at shermand@gmail.com for a quote.  See www.thinkemp.com for sample work. Recommended by Cheryl and Dick 

At Your Service! House, Pets , Plants, Cleaning, Care-giving. Call Kathy @ 748-0949 or 661-8012. 

Candy Bouquet, A delicious alternative to flowers. Look us up:  www.5935.CandySurprise.com, call Elizabeth @ 300-0021, or email elicandybouquet@live.com. 

Mike's Helping Hand. Bonded & Insured. Companion services/caregiver assistance, shopping errands and appointments, home check, pet care, personalized service 

and transportation provided. Contact Mike at 241-6169  or email:  mandktauber@gmail.com. 

PermaClean Carpet Care, cleans carpet, tile & grout, upholstery and air ducts. Call Renee Staggs at 574-4221.  www.permaclean.biz. Excellent service! 

Artistic Woodworks, LLC, Roc 235846. Cabinet refinishing. Affordable alternative to replacing or re-facing cabinets. Michael Chittock 293-6037  

A Perfect Clean, both residential & commercial. Housecleaning with particular attention to detail, flexible hours, tailor made services. Call Christina @ 405-8729. 

Start a PartyLite business. No cash investment and never any inventory to carry. Call Maya Hendrickson 722-0429 or www.partylite.biz/mayah for qualifying details.  

New Wolff Sunquest Canopy 2000S Tanning Bed with 9 year warranty-$950 OBO. Olympic Weight Tree,1,000 lb. capacity-$60. Hand Weights,10-40 lbs 

(sets in 5 lb increments) with stand-$220. Maytag Plus21.7 cu ft bisque side-by-side refrigerator, excellent condition, $300. Call 520-574-2480, leave msg.  

Do you suffer from Fibromyalgia, Chronic Fatigue Syndrome, Lyme Disease or Environmental Illness. If so, join us for an intimate and informal sup-

port group at St Pius Church, 1800 N Camino Pio Decimo, 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month at 11:30. We share facts, info, feelings. Call St Pius for info. 885-3573.  

Affordable House/Yard/Car cleaning, will also steam clean. References available. Call Michelle @ 954-6696. 

Call Jennifer W. today @ 750-8800 to get your credit card processing rates lowered.  Mention this ad and I will waive the $199 application fee!    

Custom Scrapbook & Invitation Service. Need custom scrapbooks or invitations to a special event? Call Dedee @271-5544 www.onceinalifetimescrapbooks.com. 

Silpada Design Jewelry. Catalog at www.mysilpada.com/kay.santarelli. Just in time for your Holiday Shopping. For more info or to order, call Kay at 615-4935. 

Call Kirsten @ Cruise Planners,749-4775 or 1-888-257-8728, www.cactusjackstravel.com for info on two-for-one cruise deals! 

Pam Berry, Vantage West Credit Union, 15 years mortgage experience. 917-6728 or pamb@vwestcu.org for any mortgage needs. We have great rates! 

Desert Willow Pool Service, LLC. Acid Wash, Chlorine Rinses, Algae, and monthly Pool Cleaning Service ! For a Free Est Call Rebecca Laventure, 390-2746. 

Assistance League Thrift Shop needs donations! Tues-Fri 10-4 and Saturday 10-2, 520-326-1585. Located at @ 1307 N. Alvernon Way. For more info call 326-1585.  

Bright 'N Shiny Window & Glass Cleaning:  Excellent work, see  for yourself!  cell 730 -3637, Bus 663-3664. 

Mayan Palace Resort, luxury beachfront, south of Rocky Point. 2 BR/2 BA with LR/DR and kitchen, $900 /wk, or $150 /day. Call George, 290-8646 for details. 

Don Dockman, Investment Solutions Representative, COUNTRY® Financial, 1350 N Kolb Rd, St120, Off: 520-298-9411, Fax: 520-298-9177, Cell: 520-668-7043. 

Need help with errands,  grocery shopping,  help around the house?  just  "Leave It To Lori"  personal assistant.  Please call Lori at 299-8311.  Fantastic references! 

As Clean As A Whistle Cleaning Service for home or office. Weekly, monthly, or spring cleaning. References available. Call Robin @ 520-762-0900. 

Michael T. Takerian, Sunstreet Mortgage, LLC, 2840 E Skyline Dr. #230. Contact Mike @ 547-4143. 906-2047, or mtakerian@sunstreetmortgage.com. 

Mary Kay Products for sale OR get ALL your products for 50% off ALL the time. Contact Shawn Ryden at 870-2775 or shop at www.marykay.com/shawnryden. 

ñWe recommend Commercial Carpet Cleaning, 520-297-4736, to our clients for carpet cleaning, stretching, and water extraction.ò Tell them Cheryl and Dick sent you. 

Family photos? Wedding? Reunion?  Photo By Jen, call Jen Ryder @ 990-8701, www.photobyjen.com. References available.  

GOT PAIN? STRESS? Bio-Touch can help! Call 323-7951 for an appointment, or drop by 5634 E Pima St. Tell them "Horace sent you." 

Digipost, for all your printing needs! Call Nora, Donna, or Angela at 520-690-0727. ñDonôt go postal without us!ò 

SeaSource Detox Spa. Immerse yourself in purifying ocean-derived elements and nutrient-rich marine botanicals. Contact Maria @ 520-405-9685. 

Massage Therapy, Sugar & Salt Scrubs, various wraps. Massage $40 for new clients. 24 years Licensed and Certified Therapist. Located on the 

Far East Side of Tucson, Gift Certificates available. Call Dee at 784-4469 and leave message. 

Put our experience to work for you! Call Cheryl Ledford 520-529-5123, &  Dick Clark 520-529-5120, at Realty Executives So AZ, 6872 E Sunrise Drive.  

Wisdomõs Cafe, 1931 E Frontage Rd, Tumacacori, 520-398-2397.  ñGreat food! You simply must try the world famous fruit burrito.ò Sandi 

Luna Bella, 2990 N Swan, 520-325-3895. ñòWe like the fantastic Veal Osso Bucco and tasty Shrimp Linguini in a spicy tomato cream sauce.ò Dick and Laura  
Contact us at Ledford@comcast.net (or fax to 520-299-9351) with neighborhood news, garage sales, items for sale, recipes, household hints, and to recommend services, restaurants, or businesses.   

THERE IS NO CHARGE!  We look forward to hearing from you!  We cannot assume responsibility for the content of any ads, or quality of products and services offered here. 
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FRIENDS 

CIMARRON 

R e c i p e  C o r n e r                  Want to share your favorite recipe?  Send it to ledford@comcast.net. 

FRIENDS 

A Sample of Homes Offered For Sale at Realty Executives Through MLS as of 06/30/09 

Whatôs the market like for our Friends ? 

The following data is only a source of information for homeowners. Equal Opportunity Housing. All information deemed reliable, but not guaranteed.  For more information contact Cheryl Ledford (520-529-5123) or Dick Clark (520-529-5120). 

Low Fat Strawberry Romaine Salad   Courtesy of Pat Felker Tucson, AZ    serves 4 
1 head Romaine lettuce, torn   ½ cup sliced red onion   1 pint sliced strawberries  
1/3 cup sugar  2 TBSP poppy seed  ¾ cup light mayo   ¼ cup skim or fat free milk  
Place lettuce, onion, and strawberries in medium bowl. Mix sugar, poppy seed, mayonnaise, and milk. Add dressing to lettuce. Serve immediately    * 

Spinach Salad     Courtesy of Carol Reed, Tucson, AZ    serves 4-6 
1 lb fresh spinach  6 pieces bacon cooked crisp and crumbled, reserve bacon grease  1 small can water chestnuts, sliced  
6 oz sliced mushrooms 2 chopped boiled eggs  2 TBSP brown sugar  2 TBSP red wine vinegar  
Mix spinach, bacon, water chestnuts, mushrooms, eggs. Add cooled bacon grease to brown sugar and vinegar. Stir well and toss with spinach, serve.  * 

Frozen Fruit Salad     Courtesy of Ruth King, Oxford, MS    serves 8-10 
2 pkgs softened cream cheese  1 small bottle maraschino cherries, reserve juice  4 slices pineapple, cut up 
Pineapple juice    10 marshmallows, cut up     ½ pt whipping cream, whipped  
Mix cream cheese with 4 TBSP pineapple juice until smooth. Add the juice from cherries and mix well. Fold in the pineapple, cherries marshmallows, 
and whipped cream. Pour into muffin tins for individual servings, or a bowl and freeze for 8-10 hours.                       * 

Chicken Salad     Courtesy of Sandi Henderson, Colorado Springs, CO  serves 6 
2 large cans chicken  5 green onions, chopped  1 bell pepper, chopped        3 stalks celery, thinly sliced  
garlic powder and pepper to taste ¼ cup mayonnaise  ¼ cup Miracle Whip        ½ to ¾ cup chopped pecans 
Mix well, keep refrigerated. Serve on bed of lettuce and tomato or as a sandwich.          * 

List Price $ per sq ft Address                                           Status BR/BA Sq Feet Year Built Pool 

$64,900 $47.37 Residence on E. Golf Links Rd     3/2 1370 1963 No 

$94,900 $113.38 Residence on E. Calle La Paz #A 2/1 837 1972 No 

$199,000 $92.60 Residence on E. Camino Luna Azul 3/2 2149 2005 No 

$227,500 $121.53 Residence on S. Rincon Rising Rd 3/2 1872 1997 No 

$275,000 $127.55 Residence on E. Marquette St 4/2 2156 2002 No 

$289,000 $123.40 Residence on N. Apache Plume Ct 4/3 2342 1992 No 

$324,500 $129.75 Residence on N. Entrada Quince 3/2 2501 1977 Yes 

$335,000 $136.29 Residence on N. Coltrane Ln 4/3 2458 2006 No 

$497,500 $260.33 Residence on E. Townsend Pl 2/2 1911 1993 No 

$590,000 $187.00 Residence on W. Ironwood Hill Dr 3/3 3155 1978 Yes 

Cuervo Golden Margarita    Courtesy of Cheryl Ledford (www.delish.com)               serves 1  
1 ounce Jose Cuervo Especial  ½ ounces Grand Marnier   3 oz Jose Cuervo Lime Margarita Mix           1 cup ice       1 tsp salt 
Rub rim of a chilled margarita glass with half a lime. Dip into salt to coat. In a shaker with ice, add Jose Cuervo Especial, Grand Marnier, and Jose 
Cuervo Lime Margarita Mix. Shake vigorously. Strain into glass filled with ice.                           * 

Sangria      Courtesy of Marsha Rianda, Tucson, AZ   serves many 
2/3 of a 3 liter jug Carlo Rossi Sangria  1 bottle club soda  sliced strawberries, oranges, lemons, pineapple, etc. Ice cubes 
Add all ingredients to decorative punch bowl. Serve when cold.            * 

Good Seasons Salad    Courtesy of Barb Stokes, Tucson, AZ   serves 8-10 
Good Seasons Zesty Italian, mix per pkg instructions         1 head romaine lettuce, torn         1 cup cubed provolone cheese        1 cup cubed Capacola  
1 jar each marinated red peppers, mushrooms, artichokes, chopped      1 cup cubed salami         1 cup grape tomatoes         ¼ cup parmesan cheese 
Put all ingredients in bowl . Add dressing and mix. Refrigerate.            * 

Spanish Sangria     Courtesy of Carrie Miller, Tucson, AZ   serves many 
2/3 of a 3 liter jug Carlo Rossi Sangria  1/2 can orange Fanta sliced strawberries, oranges, lemons, pineapple, etc. Ice cubes 
Add all ingredients to decorative punch bowl. Serve when cold.            * 
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Cheryl Ledford and Dick Clark bring you over 17 years of combined Real 
Estate experience and expertise. The Ledford / Clark team is in the top 
1% in Residential Sales in Tucson and the surrounding area. Cheryl and 
Dick welcome the opportunity to assist you, your friends, and family with 
any Real Estate needs!  They thank you for your trust and confidence! 

To addressee or current resident  

 

Cheryl Ledford  
Dick Clark  

Realty Executives So AZ 
6872 E Sunrise Drive 
Tucson, AZ   85750 

Household Hints:  Freezer Hints 
 

Poorly wrapped foods risk damage from freezer burn--a loss of mois-
ture which affects both taste and texture--and can absorb or transfer 
smells from other foods in the freezer. 
Butcher wrapped meats should be repackaged before freezing. 
Use only specialty freezer wrappings: they should be both moisture-
proof and vapor-proof.  
Leave as little air as possible in the packages and containers.  
When freezing liquids in containers, allow a small amount of head 
room for expansion. 
When using freezer bags, be sure to remove as much air as possible 
before closing.  
Solids such as meats and baked goods should be wrapped tightly in 
foil before you bag them.  
Use rigid containers with a tight lid and keep the sealing edge free from 
moisture or food to ensure proper closure.  
Secure wrapped packages and containers with freezer tape, and write 
the dish and the date on the tape with a marker.  
Meat wrapped on Styrofoam trays with plastic wrap will not hold up well 
to freezing.  
Freeze in small containers with no more than a 1-quart capacity to 
ensure that freezing takes place in a timely manner (i.e. within four 
hours). Food that is two inches thick will take about two hours to freeze 
completely. 

www.Allrecipes.com  

Household Hints:  Cooling Tips for Summer 
 

Whole-house fans help cool your home by pulling cool air through the 
house and exhausting warm air through the attic. They are most effec-
tive when operated at night and when the outside air is cooler than the 
inside.  
Set your thermostat as high as comfortably possible in the summer. 
The less difference between the indoor and outdoor temperatures, the 
lower your overall cooling bill will be.  
Don't set your thermostat at a colder setting than normal when you turn 
on your air conditioner. It will not cool your home any faster and could 
result in excessive cooling and, therefore, unnecessary expense.  
Set the fan speed on high except in very humid weather. When it's 
humid, set the fan speed on low. You'll get better cooling, and, slower 
air movement through the cooling equipment allows it to remove more 
moisture from the air, resulting in greater comfort.  
Consider using an interior fan in conjunction with your window air con-
ditioner to spread the cooled air more effectively through your home 
without greatly increasing your power use.  
Don't place lamps or TV sets near your air conditioning thermostat. The 
thermostat senses heat from these appliances, which can cause the air 
conditioner to run longer than necessary.  
Plant trees or shrubs to shade air-conditioning units but not to block the 
airflow. A unit operating in the shade uses as much as 10% less elec-
tricity than the same one operating in the sun. 

Carolee Kingsford , First American Home Buyers Protection 
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